Pocketsof Intense Christian Presence in
Jharkhand, Odisha and Chhattisgarh

Presence of Christians in the country is not quite as widespread or intense as that of
Muslims. Thechangein their share has also been modest; between 1951 and 2011, their
share in the population has remained nearly unchanged at around 2.3 pdtceat

risen to about 2.6 percent in 1971 and has since declined back to 2.3 percent.

Notwithstanding this mogeshareof Christians in theotal population of thecounty,
their presence isujte intense in several regions and pockets ianchany of tkse their
growth has also been quite high. We have earlier discusise Christian presencde a
small pocket inGurdaspurof Punjaband in Kerala. We have also discussed the great
spurt in Christianity witnessed iArunachal Pradesiduring 200111. In this and the
following noteswe describ®therregions ofhigh Christianpresence in the country

We begin withthe pockets of high Christian presence in JharkhaOdisha and
Chhattsgarh. Of 2.78 crore Christiansountedin 2011, 25.80 lakhs are in these three
States; and, within these States, they are concentrated in a few districts forming three
distinct pockets. Theldest and thdargestof these pockets compriseschof the earlier
undivided Ranchi district of Jharldmd, the adjoining Sundargarh district of Odisha and
Jashpur component of the earlier undivided Raigarh district of Chhattisgarh. There is
another pocket centred on Gajpati and Kandhmal districts of OdiBhathird pocket
compriesparts of the earlier ndivided Santhal Pargana district of Jharkhand.

There are 14.8 lakh Christians in tlRRanchiSundargarkRaigarhpocket. Their share in
this pocket, especially in the larger Ranchi comporgnfped growing after 1951. But
further rise in Christian influece in this part has been achieved by carving out
Christianrdominated areas into separate districts and-didtricts. This process has led
to the creation of Simdega as the first Christragjority district outside the northeast.
Notwithstanding thenodeation of Christian growth in the pocket as a whole, they have
recordedhigh growth inmany of thenewly created component districts.

The second pocket of high Christian presence in this region comprises Gajapati and
Kandhamal districts of Odisha, both which have been carved out of larger districts
after 1991 Growth of Christianity irnthe area corresponding tthese two districts has
been phenomenal. Their shaneGajapatihas increased from 11.8 percent in 1971 to 38
percent in 201Jand in Kandhamal from 9.4 percent in 1981 to 20.3 percent in 2011.
Therehas beersimilarly high growthof Christianityin the neighbouring Rayagada also.

The third pocket of high Christian presence in this region comprises Godda, Sahibganj,
Pakur and Dumka componentsS#nthal Pargana. The share of Christians in this pocket
has risen from 2 percent in 1971 to 6 percent in 2011.

Christians thus have acquired an area of very high influence in the R8nalliargarh

Raigarh pocket as well as in Gajap#&tandhamal pocket. Wd their share is growing
rapidly in many parts of Odisha and in much of Santhal Pargana in Jharkhand.
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Christians Pockets ofJharkhand, Odisha and Chhattisgarh

Christians have a significant presence in these three States

Jharkhand, Odisha and Chhattisgarh comprise one of the major regions of Christian
presence in India. Of 2.78 crore Christians counted in India in 2011, 25.80 lakh are in
these three States; they form 9.3 percemtldChristians in India.

Share of Growth of Christians in Jharkhand, Odisha and Chhattisgarh

Number of Christians % Share % Growth
2001 2011 2001 2011 T C
INDIA 2,40,80,016 2,78,19,588 2.34 2.30 17.72 15.53
Jharkhand 10,93,382 14,18,608 4.06 4.30 22.42 29.74
Odisha 8,97,861 11,61,708 2.44 277 14.05 29.39
Chhattisgarh 4,01,035 490,542 1.92 192 2261 22.32
Total 19,91,243 25,80,316 3.12 3.44 1759 29.58
% Share in India 8.27 9.28

Note: The last two columns give decadal growth of the Total (T) and Christial
populationin 200%11. The last row givepercent share of Christians of this regit
in the total Christian population of India.

Christiarsin this region haegrown faster than the total populatiauring 200111

Unlike in India as a whole, whetbe share ofChristiansin the population haslighty

declined during 200111, their share in th region hagecorded some increaskn this
decade Christiansin India have grown byl5.5 percent, while the total population has
grown by 17.7 percent. In Jharkha@bishaChhattisgarh regionthe growth of total
population at 17.6 percent has been similar to the Indian average, but Christians have
grown by 29.6 percentn Odisha, the growth has been more than double that of the
total populationin Jharkhand also tivegrowth has been distinctly higher. It is only in
Chhattisgarh that the Christians have grown at a rate marginally lower than that of the
total population. As a consequence, the share of Christians in Jharkhand and Odisha has
improvedduring 200111, while it has remained unchanged in Chhattisgarh.

Pockets of concentrated Christian presence within the region
As seen inMap XXII-1 and in XXII-Appendix below, within this larger region of the
three StateChristiansare highly concentrated in three distinct pockets

The mostintenseof thesepockes of high Christian presence comprises the earlier
undivided district of Ranchi in Jharkhand, the adjoinBundagarh district in Odisha
and Jashpur component of tlarier undivided Raigarhin Chhattisgarh. Christian
influence in this pocket seems to have spread into several neighbouring dittacts

The second pocket diigh Christian presence in this region comprisggjapati and
Kandhamadistricts ofOdisha. Chstian influence in this pocket seems to have spread to
the neighbouring districtsf Rayagada, Korapw@nd Nabarangpulsa

The third such pocket comprises parts of the undivided Santhal Pargana district
Jharkhand. As we have seen in an earlier ribig pocket is also witnessing a very rapid
rise in the share of Muslims along with the adjoining districts of Bihar and West Bengal.
The Christian influence, however, does not extend to those areas.
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High Christian presence hasamewhatonger history m the first of these pocketbut
their presencean Santhal Pargana arBajapatiKandhamal pockets hassento a high
levelonly in the recent decades. We discuss each of these pockets in detail below.

MAP XXII-1
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Ranchi-Sundargarh-Raigarh pocket

This is the largest of the three pockets of high Number and Share of Christians, 2001 and 2011

Christian presence in this region. Of the total NumberofChristans — oawrare |
25.8 lakh Christians in thehole of Jharkhand, Ranchi 6,93,174 856,232 15.42 15.48

: : : ndargarh 3,08,476 3,85,011 16.85 18.39
Odisha and Chhattisgarh, 14.8 lakh are in th%igarh 505707 237241 1024 1011
pocket wherethey have a share df4.8 percent Total 12,07,357 14,78,484 14.48 14.83

in the population There has been a slight increase in their share during the last decade;
this is largely because @ substantial spuih the Christian presencen Sundargarh
during 200211 Otherwise, theshareof Christians in this pocket has not been changing
significartly for the last few decadeBelow, we describe thdevelopment of Christianity

in the three districts, separately.

Ranchi hada significant Christian presence already in 1901

Ranchi was an early centre of Christian proselytization in Indiadivided Ranchi
district, which is now split intesix componerg had 1.25 lakh Christiarareadyin 1901,
whenthey formed 10.6 percent of the populatiéa.that stage, there were only a few
other regions of the country where Christians had achieved that kpreés#nce. These
included, south Kerala, where Christians formeshrly a quarter of the population;
adjoining districts of Tamil Nadwarticularly, Kanniyakumari andiffivnelveli in the
south and Nilgiris in the west; and, the United Khasi and Jainimd¢iiMeghalaya.

Share of Christians in Ranchi kept rising up to 1951 and has declined since then

In the prelndependence period, the share of Christians in undivided Ranchi kept rising
consistently from decade to decade and reached 18.65 percent irAtt®5ihat their
share began slowly declining to reach 15.42 percent in 2001; there has begginalma
rise in their share during the last decade of 2001

Percent Share of Christians in Ranchi, Sundargarh and Raigarh
1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011
Ranchi 10.6112.9014.9016.9017.2718.6517.7117.6916.5715.7115.4215.48
Sundargarl 9.9514.6916.1513.0314.0216.5515.9116.4916.8518.39
Raigarh 1.51 8.6810.3410.03 9.9210.2410.11
Note: The figures refer to undivided Ranchi and Raigarh districts. Religious typefak
Sundargarh is availabfeom 1921 and for Raigarh from 1951 onwards.

Sundargarhof Odisha

Christianity seems to have arrived relatively early in Sundargarh of Odisha also. We have
the earliest religious breakup of the population of this district for 1@2that stage there

were nearly 10 percent Christians thaleady In the course of the next two decades, the
share of Christiang this districtrose sharply to reach 14.7 percent in 1931 B8.@

percent in 1941. After that, there were erratic changehe Christian presence, but from

1981 onwards, their share has been rising consistently; and, the largest jump has been
recorded in the last decade of 2a11l

Raigarh of Chhattisgarh

Christianity seems to have arrived rather late in this distnct1951, less than 14
thousand Christians were counted in then undivided Raigarh (including Jashpur)
district, and they formed.5 percent of the population. At the end of the next decade,

Centre for Policy Studies 4 www.cpsindia.org



however, their population had multipli€d5 times to reacBO thousand and their share
had reached 8.7 percent; there was another spimt i@hristian populatioaf the district

in the following decade, which took their share in 1971 to 10.3 percent. Since then,
Christian presence in this district has remained atdiihpercent.

Christian presence isiuchmore intens@and rising sharplyn the component districts
The share of Christians in this pocket works out to be less than 15 pdreeminclude
the wholeof the undivided districts of Ranchi and Raigarh. But, their shan@any of
the currebhcomponent districicarved oufrom these larger districts, is much highes,
can be seen in Map XXl above

Ranchi has been divided into six smaller districts. O$¢hgix, two have been created
after 2001 During 200111, Simdega has been carved &woim the Gumla component of
undivided Ranchdistrict, and Khunti fromthe Ranchicomponentas it existed in 2001.
Christian presence is the highest in thisg@ newly created districts. Simdega, with 51.1
percentChristians in its population of 2.5 lakhs, fartme centre of this pocket of high
Christian influenceKhunti, Gumla, Jashpur component of undivided Raigarh district and
Sundargarh form the immediate periphefyhe centraChristian district of Simdega.

These ive component districts form the core of  cpristians in the central part of the Pocket

this pocket of high Christian presence. Of 14.8 Numgggff Christzi%rlsl zoﬁfharzeo 1
lakh Christians in the larger pocket COMPIEE  simdega 251,635 306601 4893 5114
the undivided districts, 12.2 lakh are in this corghunti 1,02,886  1,36,438 23.66 25.65

Gumla 1,73,472 2,02,449 20.84 19.75

area. The share of Christians in this smallgksnpur 160600 189588 22.82 22.26
pocket of more intense Hoistian presence hassSundargarh 308476 385011 16.85 18.39
risen from 23.1 percent in 2001 to 23.9 percent™ 10.06,078 1220087 2310 2391

in 2011. More importantly, while the share of Christians in undivided Ranchi district
increased marginally during 2041, from 15.42 to 15.48 percent, it has registeradea

of more than two percentage poimdothof the new districts addimdega and Khunti

Christian presence isvenmore intense at the level of the dlibtricts

Christian presence turns out to be even more intense when we look at the rpligitbels
at the subdistrict levelasgiven inMap XXII-2 below. As seerthere Christians form a
majority in 9 subkdistricts of this pocket. Five of these Christimajority subdistricts are

in Simdega, 2 in Gumla and 1 in Sundarg&nhThethaitangar of Simdegde share of
Christians is as high as 65 percent, and it is 62.2 percent in Raiboga of Sundargarh.

This high Christian presencieasseegdinto some neighbouringub-districts

Map XXIlI -2 also shows the high Christian presence in the core part of this pocket
seefing into several swdlistricts in theneighbourhoodThere are anothér sub-districts

in this region where the share of Christians is between 40 and 50 penceoittheseare
Mahuadanrin Lateharand Anandpur in Pashchimi Singhbhwh Jharkhandpoth of

which arenot part of undivided RanchAmong 13 subdistricts withChristian presence

of 30 to 40 percent, 7 are in Sundargarh, 2 in Gumla, one each in Simdega, Khunti and
Jashpurput there is also Gudri of Pashchimi Singhbhurhere areseveralsub-districts
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with Christian presence of more than 10 percent in districts outside the main pocket,
includingin Garhwaof Jharkhand, Sambalpur of Odisha and Surguja of Chhattisgarh.

Christian share has increased in Surguja and Sambalpur
I_n th_e last feW_ decadeshetre has pe_en Percent share of Christians in Surguja and Sambalpur, 1952011
little increase in the share of Christians 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011
. . . . Surguja 0.07 085 188 234 231 312 354
in Ranchi or Raigarh pa&tof thiS sambapur 070 079 148 163 203 224 256
pocket On|y Sundargarh has recordediumbers here are for composite Surguja and Sambalpur dis
e g . . . before these were split into several components during-2901.
a significant rise, especially during
200211. The adjoining districts of Surguja in Chhattisgarh and Sambalpur in Odisha also
have witnessed sigmifant increase in the Christian presence in this period. Thus, there is

a perceptible seeping of the Christian influence into the neighbouring areas.

Carving out of Christiarmajority districts and sudlistricts

With the growth of Christianity having mecthtedwithin the core pocket, increasethe
Christian influence is being achieved by carving out smaller pockets with relatively
higher presence of Christians as separate districts andistubts. This process is what
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