
 

Centre for Policy Studies  www.cpsindia.org 1 

What happened to the Christians of Andhra Pradesh 
 

There have been often doubts about the number of Christians counted in the Indian 

Censuses. It is speculated that a large number of Christian convertsðespecially from the 

Scheduled Castesðchoose to hide the fact so as to continue enjoying the special 

privileges available to members of certain Castes among Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists. 

The total number of Christians in India estimated by international demographic scholars 

associated with the Church are often much higher than those counted in the Censuses. 

 

Andhra Pradesh is a special example of this fuzziness associated with the number of 

Christians. Their number here was rising consistently up to 1971, when it reached its 

peak value of 18.23 lakhs in the then undivided State. After 1971, their number began 

falling sharply, dropping to 14.33 lakhs in 1981 and to 11.30 lakhs in 2011. The share of 

Christians in the total population had risen from 1.68 percent in 1911 to 4.39 percent in 

1971; it dropped to 2.68 percent in 1981 and has come down to 1.34 percent now. 

 

This sharp decline in the number of Christians in the Census counts in the State is 

directly related to a corresponding rise in the number of Scheduled Castes. This can 

mean two things: Either, the converts to Christianity are choosing to deny it before the 

Census and other secular authorities; or, they have chosen to revert to their original 

faith. The former seems more likely from the great divergence between the number of 

Christians counted by the Census and those estimated by the international Church. 

 

The rise and decline of Christianity has been much larger in the Andhra component of 

the undivided State than in Telangana. Within the Andhra component, Christians are 

particularly concentrated in the coastal pocket of West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur and 

Prakasam districts. In 1971, nearly 10 lakh of the total 14 lakh Christians counted in 

Andhra Pradesh part of the State were in this pocket; they formed nearly 15 percent of 

the population of Guntur and 11 percent of Krishna districts. The presence of Christians 

in this pocket remains relatively high, but their population in 2011 is only 3.63 lakhs and 

their share in Guntur and Krishna is now reduced to 3.22 and 1.84 percent, respectively. 

 

The presence of Christians in Telangana has always been much lower than in Andhra. Of 

about 18.23 lakh Christians in the whole State in 1971, only 3.36 lakh were counted in 

this part. Decline in their population after 1971 has been much slower than in Andhra 

Pradesh. More remarkably, while the number of Christians in Andhra Pradesh has 

continued to decline, it has begun to rise in Telangana since 1991. Between 1991 and 

2011, their number in Telangana has increased from 2.79 to 4.47 lakh. 

 

Unlike Christians, Muslims have a relatively higher presence in Telangana than in 

Andhra. In 2011, there are 36.18 lakh Muslims in Andhra Pradesh and 44.65 lakh in 

Telangana; they form 7.33 percent of the population of the former and 12.69 percent of 

the latter. Within Telangana, Muslims are particularly concentrated in Hyderabad, 

where they 43.45 percent of the population; and, their  growth during the last few decades 

has been extremely rapid in this Capital city of Telangana.  
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Rise and decline of Christianity in Andhra Pradesh and its component States 

 

In the Table below, we have compiled the number and share of Christians in undivided 

Andhra Pradeshðand the two components of Andhra Pradesh (AP) and Telangana (TL) 

into which it has been recently dividedðas counted in the eleven Censuses from 1911 to 

2011. The pattern of rise and fall in the undivided State and its two components has been 

quite different; we analyse the data for the undivided Andhra Pradesh and for the Andhra 

and Telangana components separately. 

 
Growth of Christianity in Andhra Pradesh and its componets, 1911-2011 

 Number of Christians Percent Share 

 Andhra  Telangana 

Andhra  P 

+Telangana AP TL 

AP 

+TL 

1911 3,07,068 53,242 3,60,310 2.18 0.73 1.68 

1921 4,11,694 63,830 4,75,524 2.85 0.92 2.22 

1931 6,40,747 1,45,883 7,86,630 3.98 1.80 3.25 

1941 8,13,008 1,88,657 10,04,235 4.53 2.02 3.68 

1951 9,85,341 2,44,698 12,32,621 4.87 2.25 3.96 

1961 11,84,081 2,44,648 14,28,729 5.09 1.92 3.97 

1971 14,87,364 3,36,072 18,23,436 5.37 2.12 4.19 

1981 11,47,223 2,86,104 14,33,327 3.44 1.42 2.68 

1991 9,36,970 2,79,378 12,16,348 2.32 1.07 1.83 

2001 7,97,544 3,84,373 11,81,917 1.76 1.24 1.55 

2011 6,82,660 4,47,124 11,29,784 1.38 1.27 1.34 

 

Undivided Andhra Pradesh 

As seen in the Table above, there were only 3.60 lakh Christians in the undivided State at 

the beginning of the twentieth century in 1911; they formed 1.68 percent of the then 

population. But their number and share in the population were both rising from decade to 

decade. By 1971, the number of Christians had grown to 18.23 lakh and their share in the 

population had reached 4.19 percent. In the following decade, however, there was a sharp 

decline. The number of Christians counted in 1981 was nearly 4 lakh less than their 

number in 1971; their share in the population, therefore, declined to 2.68 percent. In the 

subsequent decades, their number has continued to decline, though not as abruptly as it 

did during 1971-81. The decline seems to have slowed down during the last two decades; 

between 1991 and 2011, the number of Christians has fallen by just about 7 percent. 

 

The pattern of rise and decline in the number of Christians in undivided Andhra Pradesh 

that we have described above is shown graphically in the figure below.  
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Rise and decline in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana components 

At the beginning of the last century, the number of Christians in Andhra Pradesh 

component was much higher than in Telangana. But in the following decades, the growth 

of Christians in the latter was somewhat higher than the former. Between 1911 and 1971, 

number of Christians in Andhra Pradesh multiplied 4.84 times, from 3.07 to 14.87 lakhs. 

In the same period, their number in Telangana multiplied 6.31 times, from 53 thousand to 

3.36 lakhs. This higher growth of Christians in Telangana occurred in spite of a slight 

decline in their numbers during 1951-61. 

 

Total population of the two components in this period of 1911 to 1971 had grown by 

merely 1.96 and 2.16 times. The share of Christians in the total population thus rose from 

2.18 to 5.37 percent in Andhra Pradesh and from 0.73 to 2.12 percent in Telangana. 

 

The pattern of growth in the two components became even more diverse after 1971. 

During 1971-81 and also 1981-91, there was a decline in the number of Christians in both 

the components, but the decline was much more steep in Andhra Pradesh than in 

Telangana. And after 1991, the number of Christians in the latter has begun to rise, while 

it continues to decline in the former. 

 

The differing pattern of the progress of Christianity in the two components is clearly seen 

in the graphs below. 

 

 

These graphs show a steady rise of Christianity in Telangana, with a slight dip between 

1971 and 1991. In Andhra Pradesh, on the other hand, there has been a continuous 

decline in the number of Christians after 1971. 

 

Andhra has lost 8 lakh Christians since 1971 while Telangana has gained a lakh 

With this pattern of rise and decline of Christians, Andhra Pradesh has lost as many as 

8.05 lakh Christians, between 1971 and 2011. This amounts to a loss of 54 percent of the 

Christian population in 1971. Telangana lost about 57 thousand Christians between 1971 

and 1991, but has since gained 1.68 lakhs, thus marking a net gain of 1.1 lakhs since 

1971. The decline of Christians is a very significant social phenomenon; to understand 

this unusual phenomenon, we look at its various aspects in the following. 
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Distribution of Christians in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 

 

The Maps below give the distribution of Christians across the districts of Andhra Pradesh 

and Telangana in 1971, when the numbers had reached their peak, and in 2011. 

 

Christians are concentrated in the central coastal districts of Andhra 

As seen in the Maps, Christians Andhra Pradesh are concentrated in the central coastal 

districts of West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur and Prakasam (Ongole). To some extent, the 

intense Christian presence in this region spreads also to the neighbouring Rayalaseema 

districts of Kadapa (earlier spelled as Cuddapah) and Kurnool. The share of Christians in 

Krishna and Guntur had reached 10.85 and 14.65 percent, respectively, in 1971 and it has 

declined to 3.22 and 1.84 percent now (See, Table below). 

 

 

 


