What happened to the Christians of Andhra Pradesh

There have beepften doubts about the number of Christians counted in ItttBan
Censuss. It is speculatethat a large number of Christian conve¥tespecially from the
Scheduled Castdschooseto hide the fact so as to continue enjoying the special
privilegesavailable tomembers of certain Castes among Hindus, Sikhs acldifBst.
The total number of Christians in Indéstimatedoy international demographic scholars
associated with the Chur@re often much higher than those countethe Censuss

Andhra Pradesh is a special example af tluzziness associated with the number of
Christians. Their numbehere was rising consistently up to 1971, when it reachtx
peakvalue of 18.23 lakhsn the then undivided StatAfter 1971,their numberbegan
falling sharply, droppng to 14.33 lakhs in 198andto 11.30 lakhs in 2011. Trelareof
Christians in the total population had risen from 1.68 percent in 1911 to 4.39 percent in
1971; it droppedo 2.68 percent in 1981 and has come down to 1.34 percent now.

This sharp decline in the number of Christians in the Census caouritee Stateis
directly related to a corresponding rise in the number of Scheduled Castisscan

mean two thingsEither, the convets to Christianity are choosing to deny it before the
Censusand othersecular authoritiesor, they have chosen to revert to their original
faith. The former seems more likely from the great divergence between the number of
Christians countetby the Census and those estimated by the international Church.

The rise and decline of Christianity has been much largehéAndhracomponent of

the undivided Stat¢han in Telangana. Withithe Andhra component Christiars are
particularly concentratd in the coastal pocket of West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur and
Prakasam districts. In 1971, nearly 10 lakh of the total 14 lakh Christians counted in
Andhra Pradesh part of the State were in this pocket; they formed nearly 15 percent of
the population of Gotur and 11 percent of Krishna districtBhe presence of Christians

in this pocket remains relatively high, butithgopulation in 2011 is only 3.63 lakhs and
their sharein Guntur and Krishna isow reduced t8.22 and 1.84 percent, respectively.

Thepresence of Christians in Telangana has always been much lower than in Abfihra.
about 18.23 lakh Christians in the whole Stete1971 only 3.36 lakh were counted in
this part. Decline in their population after 19Ths beemmuch slower than in Andhra
Pradesh. Moreremarkaby, while the number of Christians in Andhra Pradesh has
continued & decline, ithasbegun to rise in Telanganaince1991. Between 1991 and
2011, their numbein Telanganéhas ircreased from 2.79 to 4.47 lakh.

Unlike Christians, Malims have a relatively higher presence Telanganathan in
Andhra.In 2011, there are36.18 lakhMuslimsin Andhra Pradesh and 44.65 lakh in
Telangana; they form 7.33 percent of the population of the former and 12.69 percent of
the latter. Within Telangana, Muslims are particularly concentrated in Hyderabad,
where they 43.45 percent of the populatiang, ther growthduring the last few decades

has been extremely rapidl this Capital city of Telangana
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Rise and decline of Christianity in AndhraPradesh and its component States

In the Table below, we have compiled the number and share of Christians in undivided
Andhra Pradesh and the two components of Andhra Pradesh (AP) and Telangana (TL)
into which it has been recently dividgds counted in theleven Censuses from 1911 to
2011. The pattern of rise and fall in the undividdteandits two components has been
quite different; we analyse the data for the undividedhra Pradeshnd forthe Andhra

and Telangana components separately.

Growth of Christianity in Andhra Pradesh and its componets 19132011

Number of Christians Percent Share
Andhra P AP
Andhra  Telangana  +Telangana AP TL +TL
1911 3,07,068 53,242 3,60,310 2.18 0.73 1.68
1921 4,11,694 63,830 475,524 285 0.92 222
1931 6,40,747 1,45,883 7,86,630 3.98 180 3.25

1941 8,13,008 1,88,657 10,04,235 4.53 2.02 3.68
1951 9,85,341 2,44,698 12,32,621 4.87 225 3.96
1961  11,84,081 2,44,648 14,28,729 5.09 192 3.97
1971  14,87,364 3,36,072 18,23,436 5.37 212 4.9
1981  11,47,223 2,86,104 14,33,327 3.44 142 268
1991 9,36,970 2,79,378 12,16,348 2.32 1.07 1.83
2001 7,97,544 3,84,373 11,81,917 1.76 124 1.55
2011 6,82,660 4,47,124 11,29,784 138 127 1.34

Undivided Andhra Pradesh

As seen in the Table above, there were only 3.60Gikistians in the undivided State at

the beginning of the twentieth century in 1911; they formed 1.68 percent of the then
population. But their numbemd $are in the population were both rising from decade to
decadeBy 1971 thenumberof Christianshadgrown to 18.23 lakh and their share in the
populationhadreached 4.19 perceni the following decade, however, there was a sharp
decline. The number of Christians counted in 1981 was nearly 4 lakh less than their
number in 1971; their share in the ptgiion, therefore, declined to 2.68 percent. In the
subsequentlecades, their number has continued to decline, though not as abruptly as it
did during 197181. The declineseems to have slowed dowuaring the last two decades
between 1991 and 2011, themmoer of Christians hdsllen by just about 7 percent.

The pattern of rise and decline the number of Christiana undivided Andhra Pradesh
that we have described abdseshowngraphically in the figurdelow.

Number of Christians in Andhra, 1911-2011
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Rise and decline in Andhra Pradesid Telangana components

At the beginning of the last century, the number of Christians in Andhra Pradesh
component was muchdher than in Telangana. But in tfelowing decades, the growth

of Christians in the latter was somewhat higher than the foBetween 1911 and 1971,
number of Christians in Andhra Pradesh multiplied 4.84 times, from 3.07 to 14.87 lakhs.
In the same period, their number in Telangana multiplied 6.31 times, from 53 thousand to
3.36 lakhs.This higher growth of Christians in Telamgaoccurred in spite of a slight
decline in their numbers during 1951.

Total population of the two components in this period of 1911 to 1971 had grown by
merely 1.96 and 2.16 times. The share of Christians in the total population thus rose from
2.18 t05.37 percent in Andhra Pradesh and from 0.73 to 2.12 percent in Telangana.

The pattern of growth in the two components became even more diverse after 1971.
During 197181 and also 19891, there was a decline in the number of Christians in both
the components, but the decline was much ngieepin Andhra Pradesh than in
Telangam. And after 1991, the number of Christiamshe latterhas begun to rise, while

it continues to decline in the former.

Thediffering pattern ofthe progress dEhristianity in the two componenisclearly seen
in the graphs below

Number of Christians in Andhra, 1991-2011 Number of Christians in Telangana, 1991-2011

These graphs shova steadyrise of Christianity in Telangana, with a slight dip between
1971 and 1991. In Andhra Pradesh, on the other hand, there has been a continuous
decline in the amber of Christians after 1971.

Andhra has lost 8 lakh Christians since 19vile Telangana has gained a lakh

With this pattern of rise and decline of Christians, Andhra Pradesh has lost as many as
8.05 lakh Christians, between 1971 and 2011. This amounts to a loss of 54 percent of the
Christian population in 1971. Telangaleat about 57housand Christians between 1971

and 1991, but has since gained 1.68 lakhs, thus marking a net gain of 1.1 lakhs since
1971.The decline of Christians is ®ery significant social phenomenon; to understand

this unusual phenomenon, we look at its variagpects in the following
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Distribution of Christians in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana

The Maps below give the distribution of Christians across the districts of Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana in 1971, when the numbers had reachege¢h&, and in 2011.

Christians are concentrated in the central coastal distraftdndhra

As seen in the Maps, Christians Andhra Pradesh are concentrated in the central coastal
districts of West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur and Prakasam (Ongole). To some tdent
intenseChristian presence in this regi@preadsalsoto the neighbouringRayabseema
districts ofKadapa(earlier spelled as Cuddapan)d Kurnool. The share of Christians in
Krishna and Guntur had reached 10.85 and 14.65 percent, respectively, in 1971 and it has
declined to 3.22 and 1.84 percent n@&ee, Table below)
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